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IOM at a Glance
The International Organization for Migration (IOM), the UN Migration Agency, is 
the leading inter-governmental organization in the field of migration, working closely 
with governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental partners. IOM 
Norway was established in 2002 upon the request of the Norwegian Government.

IOM works to help ensure the orderly and humane management of migration, to 
promote international cooperation on migration issues, to assist in the search for 
practical solutions to migration problems and to provide humanitarian assistance to 
migrants in need, including refugees and internally displaced people.

Integration is the process of mutual adaptation between the host society and the migrant. It implies 
a sense of obligation and respect for a core set of values that bind migrants and their host 
communities to a common purpose.

IOM provides a Norwegian Cultural Orientation course to refugees coming to Norway to establish 
realistic perceptions and expectations, towards an aim of easing integration into Norwegian society.  
IOM also provides briefings to municipalities accepting refugees to assist them better understand 
the cultural differences.

IOM additionally, facilitates logistical assistance to family members who have received permission to 
join their relatives in the Norway.

For decades, IOM has assisted victims of human trafficking. IOM Norway has a dedicated Vulnerable 
Groups team within the Voluntary Assisted Return Programme. This programme assist trafficked 
persons, as well as other vulnerable migrants to return home and reintegrate into society. 

IOM seeks to demystify the “world” of migration for policymakers, practitioners, researchers, 
students and the general public. It is our intention to promote a balanced understanding of migration 
complexities, present relevant data and information in an accessible way, explain salient, complex 
and emerging issues and share over 65 years of our diverse experience across the world.

Through collaborative partnerships with scholars and applied researchers we draw benefit from 
their varied expertise and knowledge. These partnerships take the form of joint research projects 
and short courses for practitioners and academics.  

IOM Norway offers training and capacity building on a number of topics, including:

Working with LGBTI persons in forced displacement
IOM and UNHCR have jointly developed this comprehensive training package on the protection of 
LGBTI persons in forced displacement for staff members, as well as the broader humanitarian 
community.

Prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse
An awareness-raising and information training workshop to convey the seriousness and importance 
of the matter and the impact upon service for organizations, both public and private sector.

An improved standard of physical, mental and social well-being of migrants and mobile populations 
will enable them to contribute towards the social and economic development of their home 
communities and host societies.

IOM Norway is developing projects in:

The Voluntary Assisted Return Programme is a return assistance programme offered to asylum 
seekers and migrants without a legal right to stay in Norway. It aims to provide assistance for those 
planning to return voluntarily to their home countries in an organised, safe and dignified manner. 

IOM also facilitates Voluntary Repatriation from Norway; for migrants who are granted a residence 
permit in Norway but wish to repatriate to their country of origin.

 - Monitoring migrant health
 - Enabling policy and legal frameworks
 - Strengthening migrant friendly health systems
 - Facilitating partnerships, networks and multi-country frameworks
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